
Jesus was going to Jerusalem. He told his two of his disciples to go ahead of him into a

village. He said “As soon as you enter it you will see a young donkey that has never

been ridden. Untie it and bring it to me. If anyone asks what you are doing just say the

Lord needs it and will return it soon.” 

 

The two disciples did just as Jesus asked and went into the village and found the

donkey, exactly as Jesus had said. When they brought the donkey to Jesus they threw

their cloaks over it and Jesus sat on the donkey and began to ride it into Jerusalem. 

 

The news that Jesus was coming had spread throughout the city. A large crowd of

people who had travelled to celebrate the Passover festival took palm branches to

meet him. Many people in the crowd who gathered as Jesus entered the city spread

their cloaks on the road and others spread leafy branches from the trees nearby.

 

As Jesus moved through centre of the procession they shouted praises to God and

Jesus’ disciples started rejoicing and praising as they walked along thanking God for the

amazing miracles they had seen. It was quite the celebration!
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So the time came for a special festival for the Jews where they celebrated by taking

a special meal together called the Passover meal. Jesus and his disciples needed

somewhere they could celebrate together so Jesus spoke to the disciples saying “As

soon as you enterJerusalem a man carrying some water will meet you. Follow him into

the house he enters and the owner will show you a room already set up where we can

prepare our meal.”

 

The disciples went off into the city and found everything just as Jesus has said and

they prepared their special meal there. Jesus and his disciples sat down together to

eat it. Whilst they were at the table Jesus spoke saying that one of his disciples (one

of his special friends) would betray him. The disciples were shocked they didn’t

expect that at all. They couldn’t believe that one of Jesus’ friends would turn against

him.

 

One of his disciples named Judas had agreed with the religious leaders to betray Jesus

to them so that they could get rid of him. They had been plotting for a long time as

they didn’t like Jesus one bit and so they paid Judas 30 pieces of silver to do it.

 

As they were eating their meal Jesus spoke and took some bread, blessed it, broke it

and shared it with his disciples. He then took a cup of wine, gave thanks for it and

also shared it.

 

Later on after they had finished their meal Jesus went with some of his disciples to a

garden to pray, because he knew what was going to happen but his disciples didn’t.

Suddenly Judas arrived with a crowd of men to arrest Jesus and they took him away

to be put on trial. The disciples were shocked they couldn’t believe what had just

happened.
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It was a very sad day. Jesus was put on a cross and left to die. During his trial Pilate

the roman governor could not find any reason why Jesus should be put to death but

the crowds kept chanting “Crucify him” and so Pilate eventually gave in to what they

wanted.

 

At noon the sky went dark across the land until 3 o’clock. As Jesus breathed his last

breath, there was an earthquake causing rocks to split apart and tombs to be opened

and the curtain of the temple was torn in two. Jesus was dead. His disciples thought

he was going to be the special king who would save them but he was gone. 

 

As evening came a man who had been a follower of Jesus went to Pilate and asked

for Jesus’ body. He took the body and wrapped it in linen cloth and placed it in a tomb

(which was like a bit like a cave). Then a large stone was placed in front of the

entrance to the tomb and guards were placed outside to guard and protect it.
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Three Days later, early on the Sunday morning, Mary Magdalene and some of the

other women who were friends with Jesus went to visit the tomb. They had prepared

burial spices to anoint Jesus’ body with. This was a respectful thing to do in those

days. 

 

Suddenly there was a great earthquake for an angel of the Lord had come down from

heaven and rolled aside the stone from the entrance of the tomb and was sat on it.

His appearance was like lightning and his clothing was bright white like snow. The

guards who were outside the tomb fainted.

 

Then the angel spoke to the women saying “Don’t be afraid, Jesus who you are

looking for isn’t here! He has risen from the dead. He is alive again. Go now and tell

his disciples” 

 

The women ran from the tomb with fear and joy to tell the disciples what had

happened. On their way they met someone, it was Jesus! He really was alive. He

greeted them and they went to him, took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Jesus

then spoke to them saying "Do not be afraid, go tell my brothers to go to Galilee and

they will see me there".
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