
One day Jesus spoke to the crowd that had gathered and told

them a story.

"There was once a man who had two sons. One day the youngest

son said to his dad. "I want my share of the money I'll get when

you die, I don't want to wait for it. I want my share now."

So the father gathered up the son's share of money and gave it

to him. 

Not many days later the youngest son gathered up all that he had

and headed on a journey to a far away country. Whilst he was

there the son wasted all the money on things he didn't need.

After he had spent all the money, the country suffered a famine

and the son had to get a job feeding pigs. He was so hungry that

he even wished he could eat some of the pigs food but he didn't

get anything.

The son then came to his senses and remembered how his

father's servants always had enough food to eat. He decided he

would return to his father and beg him for forgiveness. He would

say "Father, I have sinned against heaven and you. I am no

longer good enough to be called your son. Treat me as one of

your servants". So with his sorry speech planned out he got up

and headed home.

The Lost Son
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While he was still a long way off his father saw him coming in the

distance and ran and gave him a big hug. 

The son began his apology "Father, I have sinned against heaven

and you. I am no longer good enough to be called your son" but

the father called to his servants and said "Quickly, bring the best

clothing, and put it on him. Put a ring on his hand, and shoes on

his feet. Bring the best calf and prepare it, and let's eat and

celebrate because my son was lost, and now he is found." So the

party began.

The eldest son had been working in the field. When he came back,

he heard the music and dancing. He asked one of the servants

what was going on. The servant replied "Your younger brother has

come home safe and sound, and so your father has killed the best

calf to celebrate."

The eldest son was angry and refused to go into the party. His

father came out and pleaded with him to come and join the

celebration. The eldest brother said "For many years I have

worked hard for you and I have not disobeyed you but you've

never given me a young goat to celebrate with my friends.

However, when this son of yours came back after wasting all your

money, you killed the best calf for him!".

The father replied "Son everything I have is yours. We had to

celebrate, for your brother was lost but now he is found." "
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